
 

 

The Tale Behind the Tale! 
- By Mrs Ragendu Rajendran 

(SUPPLEMENTARY READING MATERIAL FOR LESSON 2 –  

THE TALE OF PETER RABBIT) 

 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit is one of the most famous 

children's stories ever. Do you know that there is an 

interesting story behind the Tale of Peter Rabbit?  

As you know, The Tale of Peter Rabbit was written 

by the famous writer Helen Beatrix Potter, who is 

well known for her children's stories. The Tale of 

Peter Rabbit was her first published work. As said 

earlier, there is a unique story behind this famous 

children's story. Beatrix Potter used to write special 

letters to little kids, especially the children of her 

friend and former governess Annie Moore. In her 

letters, Potter used to include short and fascinating 

stories along with their illustrations. Potter used to 

draw these illustrations herself in her letters.  

Once she wrote a letter to Annie Moore's eldest son, 

whose name was Noel Moore. In order to entertain 

the little boy, Potter included a fun story about a 

mischievous rabbit called Peter in her letter. She 

also drew wonderful pictures related to the story, so 
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that the little boy can enjoy reading it. This story 

was later read by Annie Moore, who encouraged 

Potter to develop the story and then publish it so 

that everyone can read it. Potter not only developed 

the story, but also created interesting illustrations 

to be printed along with the story. The illustrations 

in the original printed book was those drawn by 

Potter herself. That's how The Tale of Peter Rabbit 

became a favourite story book of children all over 

the world. 

Do you know why Potter named the rabbit Peter? It 

was because Potter owned several pets, among which 

she had a pet rabbit whom she had named as Peter 

Piper! Isn’t it interesting? 

 

 

 

LET’S LEARN !! 

*publish- prepare and distribute for public sale  *unique – special  
*governess- a woman who lives with a family and teaches their children at home 
*fascinating- very interesting  *illustrations – pictures in a book 
*entertain- provide enjoyment  *mischievous- causing trouble in a playful way  
*encouraged- to give support or confidence 
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